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NINTI ANNUJht (r99? 98} Rtr,PORT

We are pleased to present this 9ft Annual Report of our Society to all our well-wishers,
benefactors and to the general public, acknowledging their profomd contibution and support for our
growfh and ssrvice. During the last 9 years wE have bee,n able tn do commendable service for the
vagrant, negleoted sfreet and working children in and around Salern. We recall with gratitude and
sinccrs tbanks tho pioneering work of our predecessors Fr. F'rancis Schlooz of happy memory, Br. Meri[
Fr. Edward Xarrier and Ft. Iourdunathan

The 8m Anniversary celebrations wers held on tl6 luly 1997. The celebrations had been
solemnieed by the Most Rev. Joseph Antony hudayaraj DD, SDB, Bishop of f)harmapuri- Cln ttrat dny
his grace, the Bishop blssssd tho Rehabilitation Csntre at Kondapanaickanpatty nEar the lbothill of
Yercaud. It was dedicated to Our I.a{y, Mary Help of Chrirtians.

'[he Year lggl - 98 was focussed on the strest and working ohildren who are with their parents.

Shelter Home Sbrvice:

Our initial concetn for the sfteet and working children starts with providing sheltor home for
therq as they do not have a place to stay. During this period we have contacted 205 sfieet boys of whom
4A had already beem at the shelter homs at the beginning of the year. They were doing odd jobs in the
bus stands, jtmctions, restaurants, teasholx, workshops, silver polishing units, etc. They have nm away
from home on various grounds * broken family, loss of parents due to deatfu forced into worlq hues of
city life, above all lack of parental love and care. We have settled home 70 of thern and 25 others have
left on their own. 40 more have been sent to Don Ilosco Flome, a hnme away ft,om homc, in
Kavarapettai near Chennai, for learning a ftade like tailoring phunbing carpenfir, automobile
mechanisnl electrical wiring and welding. The rest of the boys, numbering 70, staryed at the shelter
home attending regular educational prografilmes at the special school in the shelter home.

The folbning tfrle show the tumbs of hoys ahifrcd ittto fonnd schools dwing lhc cwretrt
ocademic yeu fiu begm h lune 199E.
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Dav Care $ervice for the Children in Dillicult Circumstances:

Day care service is offEred to the children who do not attend schools, to dropout childrem and to
those childrefl engaged in odd jobs, living at home with parents. Six centres have been established in the
city within the reach of the children from the slums. About 807o of those attending these centres are

from sooially and economically backward commrmities. These children are in the age group of 5 and 14

years. lloth boys and guls attend these centes. The girls out-nrmrber the boys. This is mainty because

the grls are asked to remain at home and to look after the little ones and at the same time to do ths
routine household works. Ihese children are invited to join our centes and they are preparod for
ecrollment in the formal schools in the coming aoademic year. 'fhey have bee,n taught to read, write and
to keep thernselves and their surrounding clean and hygi€oic. Motivational and Awareness progriunmes

are regularly conducted in these cenhes thus preparing these children for school enrollment

Thefolloning tillc shon's t*e namber of chilben emollzdin the cenfiq lastyeu:

Dropout lrevention and Child Labour Eli+riEation Proeram4!,s:

Regular eve,lring classes are conducted in 8 places in the orty to help the school going poor and

needy children to continue their ^qchooling. Children working during the day also attend these centres.

The working children who are attending these cenkes are gradually withdrawn from child labour and
enrolled in schools. The vagrant auitude of the children is gradually elucidated.

The fifile fuen belnw shalnx the nwnbq of chilfuen fficnding each eenfre:
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St'hool Enrollment:

Those children not attending schools but continuing to attend our cenhes are prepiled and
motivatetl to join the regular schools in the coming acadernic year. 'Ihe children withdrawn liorn chikl
labor-u and attending these cenlres are also motivated and encouragod to join sohools ktoated in their
neigbourhood.

Thefollming tillc shovx the numbu olchilfuen enrollcdin schools &uingthis acsdenb yew:

Motivation Camns and Awareness Outings:

Motivdion Cqnos for ile bovs dthe Shqlter Homc:,

A weeklong motivation camp was conducted in April 1998 for the boys staying at the shelter
home. The boys were taken to the Yelagiri Hills, a hill station about 150 km &om Salem. During the
camp the boys were counseled to think better of their future. 'Ihey had urouglr time lor fun and
entertainment hiking and tekking. nrsy were motivated to join their pareirts. They had campfire, video
shows that inspired them to think positively. llhe camp also helped us to understand every boy and to
draw up his profile for fbllow up.

Ilre elder boys aged above 18 years also had two days motivation camp at Kotagiri. 20 boys
atturded this camp. The counseling sessions helped thern Look back into their past and to plan f'or their
futurc courso of action and thc strategios to bc usod.
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01 Kichipalayam Municipal Primary Schoo[
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f
l*&56

3

17+6 = 23
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London Mission School
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Sivadhapuram
Sacrsd Heart Flieh School
Rasipruam
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R.C. Chettipatti
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Awweness oalizles forilte bovs dthe Shdtsr Hornc:

Boys of the shelter home had a one day outing to Yercaud a nearby hill resort, to relax *O ,o
reflect on their activities. It was during the month of Decernber. The Salesian Brotherg on training at the
Salesian Formation House, staged awareness skits and plays.

The boys were also taken to the Jrryemile l-Iome at Panohapalli on a day's visit. Our boys
entertained the inmates of ttre juvenile home with singing:urd dancing. They also shared their lunch with
them.

Surnmer Camp:

Ever),Year the sulnmer camp is conducttrd during the month of lr4ay for the boys at the shelter
home as well as for the children attending our reach out centes in the City.

This year tho surnmor camp began on May 1 inaugurated by Dr. G. Soodamanl Mayor of Salern
Corporation. h his inaugural address the Mayor appreciated the activities of the Anbu Illam Society. [Ie
accqted our request for allotting the vaoant site near the new bus stand to operate an exfension cenlre so
that em&ants to the city could be reaohed out befbre they fall p,rey to human brokers and anti social
elernents,

Summer camp was conducted in all the cenff$s. C"tn the days of the camp there was a variety
entertainment and also other motivation programmes. The progrimrmes included morals and values
through stories, social awir€ness songs, steet plays and skits highlighting certain social evils.
Competitions in different fields such as singm& dancing acting drawing sports events and games were
held and winners were duly rewarded. The camp concluded on l3e May with a grand celebration held at
the oamping site at Don Bosoo Rehabilitaticm Cenffe near the fbothill of the Yercaud hills. VIPs p,resent
on the occasion were h{r. A. Nedunchez}ian, Chainnan, District Panchayat Committee, NIr.
Adhinarayanaq AlriS Kumbaknnam Jewelers, Mrs. Ruby Thiyagarajan, Secretary, Salem YWCA and
Mr. Bhaskararq Advocate. Priz"es were disributed to the winners of the differsnt competitions. Ihe
children who iitended the qrmp were taken on a day's picnic to Mettur Darn, 50 km away liom Salem.

Awareness programmc for Parents:

The different centres under the auspices of the Anbu Illam conduc! periodically, awareness
prograiltmes for the parents of ths children attending the centres. These prograrnmes are to rnotivate
thern to send their children to school and to di^scourage child labour. Strset plays and skits highlighting
the importance of education and health are eilacted on these occasions.

Puh-lic Awareness Programmes :

Cltilt Labour Worbhao. Rdlv. tlunail Chain Md Conferenqe:

A District level network of NGOs irwolved in the slimination of child labour has been formed
and Don Bosco fuibu Illam plays a vital role in this unit. 'lhe network has been named as NGO Forum
filr Elimination of Child labour" The Forum has unanimously elected the l)irector, f)on Bosco Anbu
Illam Social Service Society, as the President. 'fhe F'orum has been active since October 1997. It
organised a two day workshop on child labour on 96 and 106 October 1997. 'llre LINICEF office,
Chennai assisted the Forum for conduct of flris workshop" An 22,d Nqvember a rally of 3000 working
children was organi.sed in the city. The l)istrjct Collector, the l\zlayor and nther Government Officials
took part in the workshop, rally and confermce. 'Ihe Forum is heading lbr anothm a&uocacy and
campargning programme on child labour in the months ahead.
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Dfiviae Liaerce:

During the last one ysar 5 of the senior boys have been ftained in driving light vehicles. They
have got the driving licence issued by the Traisport Auttrority. So far 21 af the elder boys have got
driving licence during the last 3 years.

Iloasine Allafrficnt:

Through our sffong persuasion we have managed to get 6 more housing units allottsd to our
youth by the Tamit Nadu Slum Clearance Board. Totally the lloard has allotted 27 ftouses fin the youth
of Anbu Illam. We record herein our gratitude to the aufiorities of 'INSCB for their kind consideration
of our propsals for allotmont of houses frrr ouryouth.

Free Distribution of Notebooks and Stationerv:

Notebooks and stationery articles wsre distibuted in every one of our rsach out centres in the
month of July with the acsistance of the educational institutions in the city. Every cente was assigned to
the nearby private schools run by religious and individruls. Schools concemred met the needs of the
centre ent'usted to them. It was an occasion of sharing among the children who have and the children
who do not hrve. We are grateful to the heads of those Instihtions for their cooperation and support.

Pronosed Transit Schooli

Foflowing the successful impluneirtation of I'raruit Schools by the NGOs in Chflmai for the
slimination of child labour, a similar programme has been proposed to be conducted in l0 selected
cenEes in the city. The main activity of ttre transit schools is to identi$ the working children in the
shims and to withdraw them gradually from child labour. The children ideirtified as working children or
as ohildren not attending any school will be taught 5 hours a day so as to enable them to mroll in
schools in the coming year. It wifl be an orieirtatio,n cum motivatio'n prograillme for the children in
slums. A proposal has besn sont to Child Rolief and You (CRY) for assistance. The prqgramme is a part
of the comrrunity developmeirt activities carried out by the Tamil Nadu Slum Clearance Board in
coordination with NGOg.

The Rotary International has come forward to introducs an innovative mcthod of teaching in onr
centres. The method is designed to teach childrffi the method of 'quick learning'. 'lhis is exclusively
designed to teaoh the street childron all over the world. The term 'CL"E i^s the aoronym of Concentrated
I-anguage Encormter. Already the Rotary Intsmational ha.s organised two weela of training prografirme
for the teachers. It will be executed in our centros during this year.

Certificate for Best Social Work:

The Salem Corporation has recognised ou work for the steet and working childre,n in Salem. A
certificate to this effect was given to Fi. M. Vinceirt Xavier SDB, Director, Don Bosco Anbu Illarq on
the Republic Day Celebration held on 26m January 1998.
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Human Rigftts Day and Christmas Dav Celebration:

lluman Rights Day was observed on l)ecember 22d. A rally was organised and 400 street and
working chiltlren took part in ttre rally. 'fhe Commissioner of Salem Corporation flagged off lhe rally
after a small function. On this occasinn he has assured his support for our astivities. 'Ihe children raised
slogans and oarried plaoards highlighting the Rights oI Children. On ths same day Christmas wac
celebrated with the blessing of the Christnas Crib bI, the Vicar Goneral of the fXooese. Cuthral
Programmes were held in the evening. Thi.c was presided by Mrs. Kamngi, IAS, Director of Social
f)efence. She also dictributed identity cards firr the stafl-

to f'r.

tf'lr{arctr is a day which the inmates of f)on Bosco fuibu ilailL SalenL will evsr remembsr iil
their annals. For on that day Fr. Francis Schlooz SDB the founder and pioneer of the Salern Anbu lllam
rurit and a veteran missionary passed away in Chennai. With love and gratitude wB pay our homage to
hie departed soul. May the Lord grant him otsrnal rest.

Our Thanhs:

We express our love and gratitude to all agencies and individual benefactors -- MISERIIO&
Caritas Netherlands, Kinderrnissionswerk, Fr. McFerrarr SDB, Fr. Rigby, Ft. Kad Oerder, Fr. llamie
Kanters and other generous benefactors and well-wisheru ab,rnad, firr their thoughtfulness and generosity
towards us.

We thank the Bishop of Salenr, our Provincial and his Councif Fr. James Theophilus, Provincial
Delegate, Trichy, the Principals and HeadmastersrTleadmistresses of the differcnt schools in tlre crty, the
Rotarians Mr. Leo Charles, Mr. Anil and other well-wishers in Salern crty for their voluntary support,
encouf, agemen: and contribution.

Our srrecial tttanks to the Daily Thanthi Malai Malar, The Hindq Dinamani, the Indian Express,
Dinakaran, Malai Murasu and Dinamalar and other media personnel for the publicity grven to our
programmes and for the awareness they have gurerated through the print media.

Irr. I. L"ourdu Jeyaraj suR
Asstsrmr Drnrcron

September 20, 1998

Fr. M. Vincent Xavier sns
f)rnrcrolr


