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This short paper attempts to clarify and
share our eleven months of experience at Don=-

'Boscod Anbu Illam at Salem. Ne, tha three,sale31am
wériking at Anbu I1lam, feel, we, haVe grown a long
“ay id the 1ignt of experlénces we could cdunt upon.

Here at Anbu Illam we cdre for strect Children® rag=-

pickers and;vag;anﬁ‘bpys.u,“- , reisn
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’ At the outset, may I narrate to yqup;n brief
the history of our Anbu Illam, As it 1s sald Rome
was not built on s day' it is se- much- true with regard
bon e rAnbu Illam -at (Salem, v Salem:d Wigtown in Tamilnadu
~fvibni with one and ahalf million inhahitantd jfoubbles with
cood dodife like any -big town. ‘Since Salem 'is survounded by
Ui numerous Villagaes where famine and unemployment are
“;uuf’yg; curalwaysconothe increasing line, myriad of people expeci-
ally yound people migrate to .the town. Since no jobs
awalt them Open-handed they land up. on,the pavements

S s elther stealing or rag-plcklng. ‘ | :

Therb are ‘hundreds of boys Toaming sbout the length
“ghd “breadth of ‘the tour, often are hrassed Dby, the police
”'ana by ‘the Dadas' ‘of each area who exsily’ iden%ify and

manlpulate such vulnerable boys. g1
e

: From the ytar 1980 onwaras, saleslcn clerics from
_ the studentale of Phllosophy, Yercauo, havc bqen contacting
some of these Doy s, espec1a]ly near bus stand and rzilway

statlons, on Sundays. R R e

f b Coliiis As the, yecars passea by, tne need o start a home
., for these streest chlldren becama ev;aent By middle of
. l987,_two SalLSlenS were set .apart by the provincial to
_'have more ireguent contacts with th“SL bovq end to the
| study, Lhe fesslblllty of bullding 2 nomq for these boys,
lzter. The two salesians stdyed at tbe Refreat Yercaud
,and.were coming down. to meet the boys, everyday.
&S the ‘two ‘salesians ‘felt tie ‘urgency of starting
.~ = a home for these boys inJalem itself, a suitable place

.
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/Was needed. With the help of Divine Providence, a
suitable site was available in the heart of the town : \ |
itself, Though the lend ‘and-the existing shed cost’
heavy, through the help of some dedicated well wishers,
the deal was fixed. roe Waeyg dmo LY {

| t ."

|
, ﬁ (kz}@th ofDecemoer, 1988 the pyq sglesians ’ {
moved lnto the newly bought house Whlch consg§ped of a &
shed, one room hOUSL w1th a. llttle 1and %&f&wior the

boys to have recreatlon,. drd fu EReH

On the 16th of Febbuary, we nad & "¥8Ric1 inaugura-
tion of Anbu Illam, when we invited the Dlstrlct Collector,
the Superintendent of Police and created:- publié awareness
of them, to ce“taln extent of the need for working for

suCh boys' ficd LONem WUasTG BT JA
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PLmgd of mwaxtbu X1 kemstoday hasuuo regulaﬁ‘bumat&s and a

!jwngOupuoflOG flolating boys. We have begunitto ritake indivi-

o dual care for 'each “of the boys, We have,i For .each boy,

" we have a Blo-data form with his photd attashed and a
. filmwhich fis dntended to @ct asia: 'fbllowvup' and any inci-
dental events in hisg life are noted. '

“Whenever & new boy is coming 0 our home, one of
us, talk to him 4t length, to find about his past life,
hisiantecedents, and initial care is shown. The boy is
welccmed to stay here, everyuay. A shopt case history is
\praparedwto'fina}qut'ig‘the boy is a ‘run away' from home,
or tsking sheltgr‘hgre;qftggﬁa theft on any .other crime. (

Identity cards are issued to boys who freguent
“our tome regularly for' about six months.:Thls helps them
“from pOllde harassient. Such boy is ‘'also uiven a safety
locker, whére he preselves hls bnlonglngs. Orie key of
the lock is kept with us. 'Y il i o

T8 "Phe boys Have: decided thétxfhéy all would leave
tAnbu T1lam® by 8iX in thex mornlng and ‘would return only
after they have earned enough for day. We ‘2180 go around
to the usual work 51tes of boys, to see, ar they are
actually working. piri ol

‘when‘the-b0y3~réfurn home in‘the evening, facili-
ties for bath ape made available, An atmosphere of freedom
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and spentaneity are consciously created and great efforts
are taken to mske the boys fbel that they are tTeated ?espect-

fully ehd with digritye nocl Jo9n- Lo e

]

Our Res onse to the

b 423
Family gatherings andgroup games are conducted aften
to ‘instil femily Epvit’? in them and 'to ' remove ‘the EprX
spirlt of vengeance and hitred which ' is so”streng” in tﬁem.
pigpal N8 od pedTLY Garna
oy We also have prepared a set of, rules and;: h@v; ex;}alned
them to the boys.  We have seen that. these,boys can be tra-
ined to lead a disciplined life.
, WOLT a1 b
Our citeativity the organising programmes takes
into consideration, the: spontaneous; suggestion of.the boys
end, this hes resulted in . .participation of;the boys-in
programme. planang and their implementatdoBe ... s . o1
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* One of the most urgent needs of our growh up boys
was employment. We had spent manyday motivatihg thems
that rag-pigking is net; to be thedir life-profession. It
was; not,only. 1o, prevent. them from rag-packing,; but aboto
prevent them from relative evils such.as; stealing, being
idle and wasting money in #nstant pleasures.

by 1 2R 0 AR 0 gt M o » i ; v,

iy * Hence this pnoblem posed us w1th a, challenge;

of offering alternatives to these DoOys.: As a“result e

we had bought a, cycle-cert, by which one boy earns his
livelihood and pays also a certain amount every~-day of the
house.

O We had Pelped a boy to get a drivlng licence for
light vehicles and are trylng to get hlm e 1oan to own a
vehicle,

y * About twenty boys have been placed in dlfferent
work 31tuations ranglng from factories to 1nst1tutions to
private homes. g T

* Two boys have been sent to school to. continue with
their studles. More boys w111 be sent in the coming year.
Wl 1804 Boys,have baen enoouraged toe bqshn small sav1qgs with
the bank andsre. qfiered incentives for showing interest in
sa’v'lng? ¥ i aletld 0L Dos Ledtd aiig Dy o M TR
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Abcut 10 boys are, regular in seving: money. We eare
motiveting the boys to get loan and make best use < 4575
it '

-« % Regular night classes have been conduéted;for .
the boys. Among the twenty-five boys who. atiend the
class, fifteen boys are regular. A lay teagher has
been appointed to take classes for the boys:‘ ‘Boys are

awarded for their regularity and 1nterest. ity of b
8% : sy O e

RECREATION
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* As the rag-pickers look for entertainmént}” Anbu
I1llam ties 6 fulfil their needs by providing them with
decent pastimes, Indoor games such ag'ca¥roms, Chinese
checkers, draughts are offered. Foot ball is also
taught to them. For boys‘whv sre interested‘in*physxcal
exercises, welvht-liftlng equlpments. bars have been
provided, ' ;

o 001 YO L
o Regular party~-games, competitions are erganised
to keep the boys busy, happy and to provide them” with
“healthy recreation. »
The house is also fortunate to have audio and
video equipménts which includes'a c¢colour television and
w# video cassetie Recorder and nather a good collection
of video cassettes . Weekly: films sre orgsnised for the
by sl v : 5 , } 8 Y s boodi Levid

Besides occa31onal excuriions, regular outlnbs are
orgﬂnlsed for tha boys. Many Religious Instltutions have
invited our boys to their Institutes. :

'Bosco Boys' as we lov1ng1y call them, are taken
out for motlvatlon camp' and also a day is organlsed,
at the retreat, Yercaud in their honour. i,

-

WEBKLY MBBETINGS

These have been regularly conducted so as to cbme
closer fo~theiﬂbys and they to 'one snother Here during
‘these meetings, they are often endourgged to make more
progress and are praised for their imporvement im be=:

f MeatriAIIYT and TAar Tmtdatinece *hey hasra +alrarn Mha Ao
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the hall, filling the water pot and clearing the tollets
and bath rooms., :
CJ abaoed ese T j I omvad oals sl e

The boys are 2lso told about & few rules and
announcements' sre made. Besides these, the weekly
meeting becomes a Xam forum for| wvoieing their opinions
and raising their complaents against ene another. Doubts
are clarified and suggestions for imppovement: are made.
The meeting are always anlmated by @ll the salesians of
‘Aanbu ‘Illam. L i £ o N e Ko TO810GR
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It must also be noted that many of our boys have
stopped smoking, game up drinks an@;@rggs‘aggkggﬁngUt
more clean and well=-behaving.,
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"“QJSTREET3CHILD£EN>SURVEY‘ bkt sukoe tesd aved s
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""Doﬁ Boséo Anbuvxllgm Salem,uin an c@arneést effort

" 'to make the work among street children more Mk methodic

“and’ effectiVe, had “commissioned. VoBescovInstitute jof
“social “work? toseonducta 'street ‘childrencSurvey! at

;sélém;"%hefquesfioﬁﬁaire w8§ prepared by them with our
‘ﬁéip and 'on ‘Bth, 9th and 10th ef: Septembery they condu-
“cted 'a' ‘survey smohg® 500 streetichildreny It wes.a random
" sampling using the ‘tool'of!interview guide' The results

of this survey are to be submitted by the 24th of January

to s which'will' be'releassa at/@ public i function to be held: to
commetorate Don Bosco ‘and the first annlversary‘of the
inception of Don Bosco Anbu Illams il

Together with' the research material the Department
of' social ‘Work will alsoe giwe us’ guidelines to: make muk
our work more effective..” The social work department also
sends us one of their students to study and analyse our
sxwork. The student also conducts casework: and | _graupwork
for the needy boys and assists at in the actlvities of the
house. : ' | :

i ‘ 3 : ‘.Ll.,‘, i
This gulannce has been helpful in better organlsatlon

1of cour works The student has also planned to @ qhort research pax

paper /in-fulfilment of. hlsﬂ%a§ters degree, Qn some aspects
lof problem§ ofrag-plckersuj

il

In this connectlon Anbu Illam has been building up

f rapports w1th locai rich resource persons, ‘past pupils

of our institutes and with pedolh Wil 8° fR LR L ed 1 ourvo Tk s
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Meeting also have been held w1th these people to

makethem awsre of the situtations of our Dboysp
and toyrhelp them contribute their share for the

- oivelfare off these boyss: nutol mi R

0 . oo tiedd ufie .
- Resource: persons have also been invited to give
italk to our boys and to conduct programmes and, to;
Sponsor programes. Thus we are trying our best to
mobilise resources expecially the young people.
‘MDBILISING.THE'YOUNG,PEOPLE

¢t

Bon Bosco Anbu Illa, hcs also'reach—out' programmes,
we have been animating the youth of one of the mainparlsher ‘
in Salem, Invitztions from other parishes have also been (
“extended to us and we are x¥ tyying to reach out to the

o ¢gatholie youth of Salem, in order to make them aware of

tothis deprived section of.the society and to mobilise their
edergy for the welfsre of our boys. Ve also go often
‘to different schools and Institutions to give, talks
about our boys. TesmRIX To enhance any suostantial help
from any young people, we believe, maklng them aware of
+the problem of these boys: is an Lnelrtable negesblty.

01170 bring ebout;a €limste of 'Youth for yough! is
© our hulmble aim and we are confident of achieving this
end in a few years.| | . (11

( Coniscientization of Salem youth is done Dby
© giving talks, taking onrboysvto_their_sbhoo;g‘gnd
inviting‘them to our home.,

Y ! ] ) Z U,

:K)ub BU¢LT QUR HOUSE

At the inception our Anbu Illam had prov1ded only a roof =
over the boys.The salesiam had just one room without a

T bath roou. s the Salesiam had ‘built a small house for

themselveu, bathing rooms ‘and toilet facilities were built
for boysd. A water tahk was built to store water. Three
face electricity was got’for the house, after much
difficulty. The house has drlnking water supply, a tele-
phone. safety 1ockers for boys. A shed ‘for the jeep has
UGB 02INORS 4 gUIRT L8P0L DeAW BJEULET ISt an  £0
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PROBLEMS WE FACEs

' One of the constant workies is to make our

work with' the boys!more' s effeéctive and methodics!’

To motivate the boys to lead a better way of life
by getting employed else where and to forego oldbad
has been ‘one 0f the major prioblems we face.
vieneeife it o lera i Yo oot

" gnother problem is'‘that some boys use the ‘name of
our Anbu Illam for their vested interest Boys especially

h)

" after the theft or a'gang fight use ‘the infhrence of

Anbu Illam ‘for their protection. ''Some of ‘these boys
have come Jjust once or twice to our home.

u/"f‘ ¥ i it S 2

Méhy‘&f our boys need to be rahabititdted. 'They

‘'have to be told convincingly 'and taken home if.Many of

them do not like to go back home due to fear what we
need to do 'is 'home visits' &ndde’collateral ‘contacts.

It also happens thet some of our boys do not
clingon to the opportunity{ Work at a good place but
give up such good work in order to be with their peergroup.

Some of our boys, expecislly the young ones, still
continue to eat the left overs of the hotel food in the
dust bin. These boys have been told sgain and again.
Alternative method has to be offered to them., We are
studying pros and cons of allowing them to cook in our
premises or to find some cheap food ¥hat can be sold to
them,

PLANS FOR THE FURURES

* We have a lot of plans for the f welfare of
our* boys«. We have already seen miracles happening.
Even the hard-core bad boys have undergone themendous
charge within. We see the same growling hottempered mis
fit going about so gentlemanly, respecting and helping.
A B i




