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This short paper attcmpts to clarify and
share our eleven months of exp*rience at Don-
Bosco Anbu Illam at Salem. 'i{e, trrb'tfrreersalesiarc
wo/klng at Anbu IlLaml feel, wcr heve n'rown a long
way "irt the l-ight of cxperi-ences 1{e could count upon.
ilere at Anbu Illam we Cdre f or street Chlldren "req-
pickurs ano vagrant boyS.

HI;TORI;-

At the outset, mey I narrate to yau. in bri,ef
the history of our Arrbu l1l-am. Ae it is saidrRome
was not built on a oayl -tt.is so uuch.tnle wtth reg;*rd
to Arrbu lLl,am at ,Sa1em. Salem, a b'ig,:town in ?amilnadu
with one anci a half miLlion inhabitants,-oub,bles with
life liha anV big town. Since Salem ie .suruounded by
numarpus Vl1i-ag:rr$ wircrlc: fam,lne .and- unempioylent are
alrays on the increaslng linel myrlad,o,f, peopLe expeci-
a1ly yound peoplc mi.grate to .the tcwn. Since no jobs
awaii thsr open-handea they land up on the pavernents
either stealing or reg-pick5-ng. : ,

'Thcr"e are hundreds of boys "roeming about the length
and br'eadth of the tour, often are hrassed by tl:e poIlce

ll
e,nci by the tDadast of each arca who ei,s1Ly identify anci
manipulate such vulnerable boys. '

F"rom rirc yr,irr 1980 onl{aros1 salesien clerics from
ti:e studentale of Philosophyl Yercauu, h,av,-. Deen coiltacting
soule o,f these boys, especiaily rreirr rlui'stano anu rallway

istationsr 00 Sur:darys. ; ,

.rr.s ti:e yi:arrs passeci by, t:re need to starft a home
for these stru,it chilcrrln becamp cvioent. tsy rrirddle of
1987, two.salusiens tier'€ set apart by tnc proviricial to
h,:rVe morii irecuent coi:tacts vliti: tl:r:s,e bolls anl: 'to ttie{,|stucly, 'i;l:e feasioility of i:uiloing a r-rorie for thase boys,
1:,:ter. i'he trrro salesians ste;y."*d a"i; ti:e iie'tr*at ye::c::ud
et'lti wt,rre con:-i-lr5i tlor*t'r tO n"r.eet the OovS, ever.yday.

As tiie tr,ro sales*ans f,.lt tile u;"getlcy of sterting
a home f'u\r these boys in;ialem itself, a suitable place
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r1as nceded. Uith the help of ilivlne Frovldcilccl I
sultable sltc wes avallable in the heart of the town
itself . fhougtr the land .and thc extettng"shed cost
hr:av5r, thror-rgh the help of some dedicated well vrj.shors,
tne deal was flxed.

1988 r bhe !w,q sqleslans
itouser which consj.sted of a

little lanq l eft, lor thEr

I ,lo-l:

on tire 16th of Tiebr'uaf,Ir we hat g.'k#*ur inaugwa-
tion of Antru l11am, when we lnvited the District collector,
the $uperintendent o f FolLce and creat,id publto: awareness
of thern, io ce:-taln extent of the need for vrorking for

0Un i-.,T.i'Si;', Cf' .rUrl.KI-.G;- 
"

' Anbu lllam today tras l4O .negu}ar i,l:matos and a

'' group of100 flo:sXi:"16 boys. .tr{e haVe begun ;toi,take Lndlvi-
ciual' care'fclr aech of the boys, Be hava.:i For: each boy,
we lrave a Blo-data form with hls pnoto attaokred. and a

file'which is Lntenoed to act'as a t,follow,upr and any inci-
dental events in hlg llfe ara notcd.

Hhenerler a new boy ls coririn6; to cir.r liori:en ol:e of
usr talk to him Eit lengtii, to flnd about his past llfe,
hls antecedentsr srtd initiel care is ghuwn. The 'boy is
vrel.comed t0 siay here everysay. A qhort c&se history is
prepared to finri out lf the bo,y is a rrun awayr from houe,
or taking shelter here after a theft or $ny other crime.

Identity ce.rus are issued to boys who frequerrt
our houre roguIat'ly fcrr about six montrs. this irelps them
frorn poliie rrarassnierit. sucir boy is also 5iveri a safety
locker', where he pfesel,ves i:Is bt:longil.igs. One key of
th.: lock Is k,spt r,vitlr us.

The boys iut'e declded that they all wouLd leave
t linbu lllamr by six in ther m,crning and woula return only
after they have enrned enough for day. 1,{e 'a1so go arounci
to ti're usual work sites of boys, to see, if they are
actually worklng. '

i-

" 0.n y$tt, oiUecennrer,
raoveci into t}:'r ncnly bougirt
siteci, or-ie r',)on houpr:, wj-th s:

'boys to heve recreationr.

i{hcEn the boys
ties for bath are made

return home in the evenlng, facill-
available, *,rr atrnosphere of freedom
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and spentanelty of*l consciously createtl and great efforts
are taken to nake the boys fcel that they are treated re,spect-

ful1Y and wlth dignrtY.

Faurily gatherings anogroup games are coi:ducteo aften
to instil family spvlt t in theur and to rerpve the rpti
spirit of vengeance and hetred which ls so stnong lri them.

our cteativity the or"ganising prcgrandlles takes

into cpr:slueration, ttre sponti'ineous sU8&estion Of tlie boys

and this has resulleri in paltlcipatlon o,f"the boys i.n

* One of the most urgent neeci*'of our grown up boys

was employment. ;;re had spent manyday motivatiiq themi

that rag-pi6ki,ng is nst 'bo be ]:heir life-profession. It
wirs.not only to prevent tireu frorn, rag-paekin$r. but ai;oto

prevertt tbem from relgtive ev1ls sucii as stealingl being

idle and i,tasting moriey in tnstant pleasures.

. * Hence this problem posed us with a chalJ-enge

of offering alternatives tO these boys.. As a result .'''
we had"bought a cycle-cart, bx r,rhich one boy earns i.i.F"

livelj.hood and pays also a certain arnaunt every-day of the

we alsg have PrePared
them to the bfYs., r,ie have

ine,'j to leaci e disoi,-,]-iued

x Two boys

their studies.
,, :,

- * BoXgr have

the bank anclsrc
aa.vingr

' r - i . t , "l

a set af rule s ertri liave e,:Plained
seen tlrat th*:su bcYs can be tra-
life.

licbnce for
loan to owri a

house.
:,, :* we had helped'a boy to get a cirryftg

light vehicles and are trying to'get him e

vehicle.
I

* About twenty boys have been placed in differen!
lrorlf situations ranging from factories to institutions to

'!

privete homes.

hevc been sent to school, tP continuo.with
Ivlore boys wiLl be sent 1n the comlng year.

bcen encourageo to be$fn small savings ivith
g*f;ier,ect incentives for siir:r+'ing interest in

(
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S.bout 10 boys are regular in savi.ng Eon€flr We are
motivating the boys to get loan pnd make besr use pf,
t*:

* Regular night classes have been conciucted for
the boys. Among the twenty-f,ive boys who a.ttgnd the 

,

c1ass, fifteen boys are regular. A lay teasher has
been appointeci to take classes for the boys. Boys 6ps
awardeci fcr thelr regularity and interest. l

RECREATIOi\i+-.r

* As the rag-piclcers look for entertalrrnnehf,S-: #rbl,l
tifan tias to fulfL1 thelr needs by providlhg,ttren vdth
decent pastidcs, Indoor gar$es luch asrCaSroms, Chlnesc
checkers, draughts are offered, Foot i:all is also
taught to them. Flr boys'who arc lnterested-iir'pfiys{'ciif
cxerclses, weight-Ilfting cquipments, bars have .been
Provided. .; ,, r :

' Regular party-games, cornptitltlons are erganlsed
to kcep the boys busy, happy arrd to provide thcm'wlth
healthy recreation.

The house is also fortunate to have audio and
video equipments whj-ch incLudcs a colour television and
rol vidco cassette Recoroer and nather a good collectlon
of video cassettes . 'weekly' films are organised for the

. Besides occasional oxcur$lons, regular outini;s are
ir'

o:"gat:ised for ths bcys. Many Religious Institutions have
invitcd our bcys to their Institutes.

rBosco Boyst as we lovingly ca-l1 thg$, are taken
out for motivation campr anti also a ciay is orgeinised,
at the retreat, Yercaud in their honour. I

rlr"#jfiKpy- I{lr,UT li'rq i,

These have been regularly conducted so as to comc

closer to the tioys aru1 they to one ahother Here tiurfu:g
thcse meetings, the/ are often encourgiged to muke morc
prdsress and are pralseo for their inrporveu;ent 5,n be-,
harrinrrr ritri {'nr^ inrti a*-i rrleq fhorr horrr takan ,F}rr 'lrnva
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haLl, filLing the l^ratcr pot and crearing the tollets
bath Iporns.

The boys are ielso totd about a fcw,rulr*s'Efidri,
announbcimrnts, are made. Besides 'theso,, the reekly.
meeting becomes a f,ml forum for.voj;ofu€ thcir opi.n.J.ons
and raisln8 their complaer:ts agalnst ane another. Doubts
are qLartf ieci and suggestJ.ons for 'lmpoovment, are made.
Thc maeting aro aLvrafs animatcd by all the sa;IesJ.ans of
'Anbulllau:. ' :a,;i,

' 
'r' 

: il ''::'.:' i ^+t". i ,L: tlJ

It must al.so be noted that ruany of our boys have
stopped wroklng, game up drinks aqd,.. drug;s an{ go about
more clean and well-behaving.

4 qtREril.CjiI|&dlt rsliRvtr : .

' Don Bosco Anbu"{t11ahi, Salemr,.iH an earnsst effort
to make the work among street children ulore mt methoclic
and effective, had conunissj.orred t Bosco rnstitute,of
social rworkt to ,conouct .a strett cirildren Survey r at
saIem. she o*uestionnaire v,as pr:epared .by them with or-u.

help and on Bthr gtir anci 10ttr of,5eptqu,ber, thcy conriu-
cterl a surnrey ernong 5OO street cirifOren. .trt waa a rancom
saml:ling using the tool of irrterviev; guider The fesults
of this survey are to be si.i.binitted by the ehtir of January
Ito us which wilL'be releasil0 at a public functlon to be lre}l to
commemorete Don Bosco and the first aru:iversary of the
inception of Oon Bosco Anbu Illam.

Together with the research rnateri.al the Dcpartnrent
of social trork i,iil} also giae us gufuiolj_nes to nreke lrui
our work more effective." Ttre social work depar,trient also
scnds us one of their stuuents to stucly anri analys€ our
ercwork. The student also conoucts casework g3g 

" Slqupworkfor the needy boys and assists at in the activities of the
house. :

,..,"
This gr:iciance tras been heipfi;l tn gtttgr organisation

o{ our work., fhe stucent ha.s also plenqed to a short researctr palr:
peper iri fulfilnrent of hisrpaqters dcgreer.oo sourc aspects
of problern+ ofrag-pi,ckers.
I rn this connection Anbu rlLam has'b6en buildlng up
rapports v.rith loeal rlch, redource personsr,pabt pupils
of our lnstitutes anci with peiple wh6 are intere,steo in ourvork.

the
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Meeting also heve ocen helci with these people to
makcthem alrcre of the situtations of our .boys.

afd to';help thsn contribute lheir share for the

welfare of these boYs. '.: . q'/

talk II ":[" ;; :' :::"':.::":::; ;:il':il::.:Jo'uo""
sponrorpr,ogralllile$rThuswearetrying'our'hestto
mobilise resources expecially the young people.

I'1cEILI$,q'iP.Jlgl Y.otjJ:g-li{qeFE i

Don Bosco Anb* Illa, he:s alsotreach-outr programmest

we have been animating thc youth of one of tL: malnparisher

inSalem.Invltetj.onsfromothcrparisheshavealsobeenI
extendcdtousandwearqtstryingtoreach.outtotbe
catholic youth of, saIem, in order to make thern al"are of

this dcprived sectlon of the society and to mobillse tkreir

erlergyforthevlelf,arcofourboys.Hcalsogooften
to tlifferent schools and Instltutions to $ive talks

about o\u. bcys. Scghror To enhance any substantlil help

fromanyyoungpeoplerw€believerrnakingthemawareof
theproblemoftheseboyslsanirreirtablenecessity.

I}obringaboutar!].imateof|Youthforyoush|is
ourhr:hb}aaimanclweareconfidentofaohievingthls
end jn a few YeBrs'

Conscierrtrzatj.on 01 Salem youth is ctone b,y

': glving talksl te.king ogrboys to their sbhools and

inviting thcm to our home'"

,0 ifE Bll{J.! guil--H0uljE

at tne i-nception our rrunbu lllan haci provided only a roof o

overtheboys.thesalesiamhadjustoneroomwithouta
'bath roon. Hs the Salesiam had built a small house for

. theriiselvenr' bathing rooms and tollet facil-itics stcre built
for boyd. A water tahh was built to store viater' Three

faceelectricitywasgotforthehouse'aftermuch
difficulty. The hous-e has drinklng.r*rater supplyl a tele-

P{ronel"sgfetylockersforboys.Ashedforthl.jeephas
^**1 ^*^,l 'l-].^l l,.^rr*a hnq rnbtiEh fncilitigs to
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' One of ttre constant workles 1s to nake our
work wlth'the boys-more / cffective and nethodtcr
To motivate the boys to lead a'better way of lifc
by getting employed else vrhcre and to forego oldbad
habits hal bccn one of the maJor prbbtoms we facc.

-' I lhottirbriirrouS.cr ls that sCImc boys usc the name of
our Anbu lllam for thcir vested interest Boys cspecially
after the thaft or a'gang fight usc'thc lnfbrefice of
Anbu llLam'for thelr protictldn. Somc of 'thcse boys
have coma just 

"i:r. or ,fwice to our home,

I.

Maay'of our boys need to be rahabitttated. fhey
have to be told convincingly and taken home if.Uany of
tbcm do not like to go back home due to fear what wc

need to do Ls rhome visitsl And'do collateraL contacts.
I

It also happens that some of our boys do not
clingon to the opportunity/ l{ork at a good place but
give up such good work Ln ordcr to be rlth thetr pcergroup.

Some of our boysl expeclally the young onesl still
continue to eat thc left overs of the hotel food in thc
tiust bln. These boye have been told again and agaln.
Alternative metlrod has to be offered to thq. l,Ie are
studylng pros and cons of aLlowing them to eook ln otr
premises or to find some cheap food that can ba solci to
them.

* Wc have a lot of plans for the f, welfare of
our boys. We have already seen mlracLes happcnlng.
Even thc hard-corc bad boys have undergone thamcndous
charge wlthin. fie see the same growLlng hottcmi:ered mis
f.lt going about so gentlemanly, respecting and he3.ping.
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